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How to Play Texas Hold’'em

Want to enjoy a game of Texas Hold’em poker? Here you will find key details about Texas
Hold’em to help you learn the game including the rules, hands, different variants of this game type
and more.

What is Texas Hold’em Poker?

Texas Hold’em poker is one of the most popular poker variants in the world. Despite its relative
simplicity, Texas Hold’em has the potential to be played with a seemingly infinite variety of
strategies and tactics.

The Rules of Texas Hold’em

To start playing Texas Hold’em games, it's important to understand the basic rules: Every player is
dealt two cards which only they will see (known as ‘hole cards’)

The dealer spreads five cards (community cards) - three at once, then another, then another -
these can be used by all players to make their best possible five-card hand

Before and after each card(s) is revealed, players take turns to bet. To stay in the hand and see
the next card, all players must have put the same amount of chips in the pot as each other
(unless one player is already all-in)

The best poker hand wins the pot. A player may use any combination of the seven cards available
to make the best possible five-card poker hand, using zero, one or two of their private hole cards
The Blinds

In Hold'em, a marker called ‘the button’ or ‘the dealer button’ indicates which player is the dealer
for the current game. Before the game begins, the player immediately clockwise from the button
posts the "small blind", the first forced bet. The player immediately clockwise from the small blind
posts the "big blind", which is typically twice the size of the small blind (blinds can vary depending
on the stakes and betting structure being played). In Limit games, the big blind is the same as the
small bet, and the small blind is typically half the size of the big blind (but may be larger
depending on the stakes). For example, in aR$2/$4 Limit game the small blind isR$1 and the big
blind isR$2. In aR$15/$30 Limit game, the small blind isR$10 and the big blind isR$15. In Pot
Limit and No Limit games, the games are referred to by the size of their blinds (for example,
aR$1/$2 Hold’em game has a small blind ofR$1 and a big blind ofR$2). Depending on the exact
structure of the game, each player may also be required to post an ‘ante’ (another type of forced
bet, usually smaller than either blind, posted by all players at the table) into the pot. Now, each
player receives their two hole cards. Betting action proceeds clockwise around the table, starting
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with the player ‘under the gun’ (immediately clockwise from the big blind).

Player Betting Options

In Hold'em, as with other forms of poker, the available actions are ‘fold’, ‘check’, ‘bet’, ‘call’ or
‘raise’. Exactly which options are available depends on the action taken by the previous players. If
nobody has made a bet, then a player may either check (decline to bet, but keep their cards) or
bet. If a player has bet, then subsequent players can fold, call or raise. To call is to match the
amount the previous player has bet. To raise is to not only match the previous bet, but to also
increase it.

Pre-Flop

After seeing their hole cards, each player now has the option to play his or her hand by calling or
raising the big blind. The action begins to the left of the big blind, which is considered a ‘live’ bet
on this round. That player has the option to fold, call or raise. For example, if the big blind
wasR$2, it would costR$2 to call, or at leastR$4 to raise. Action then proceeds clockwise around
the table. Note: The betting structure varies with different variations of the game. Explanations of
the betting action in Limit Hold'em, No Limit Hold'em, and Pot Limit Hold'em can be found below.
Betting continues on each betting round until all active players (who have not folded) have placed
equal bets in the pot.

The Flop

Now, three cards are dealt face-up on the board. This is known as ‘the flop’. In Hold'em, the three
cards on the flop are community cards, available to all players still in the hand. Betting on the flop
begins with the active player immediately clockwise from the button. The betting options are
similar to pre-flop, however if nobody has previously bet, players may check, passing the action to
the next active player clockwise.

The Turn

When the betting action is completed for the flop round, the ‘turn’ is dealt face-up on the board.
The turn is the fourth community card in Hold'em (and is sometimes also called ‘Fourth Street’).
Another round of betting ensues, beginning with the active player immediately clockwise from the
button.

The River

When betting action is completed for the turn round, the ‘river’ or ‘Fifth Street’ is dealt face-up on
the board. The river is the fifth and final community card in a Hold'em game. Betting again begins
with the active player immediately clockwise from the button, and the same betting rules apply as
they do for the flop and turn.

The Showdown

If there is more than one remaining player when the final betting round is complete, the last
person to bet or raise shows their cards, unless there was no bet on the final round in which case
the player immediately clockwise from the button shows their cards first. The player with the best
five-card poker hand wins the pot. In the event of identical hands, the pot will be equally divided
between the players with the best hands. Hold'em rules state that all suits are equal. After the pot
is awarded, a new hand of Hold'em is ready to be played. The button now moves clockwise to the
next player, blinds and antes are once again posted, and new hands are dealt to each player.
How many Hand Combinations are there in Texas Hold’em?

There are 1,326 possible combinations for your opening hand in Texas Hold’em poker. However,
because suits have no value in this poker variant, a lot of these combinations will have the same
value before the flop. When we eliminate identical combinations, there are 169 starting hands in
Texas Hold’em. Pre-flop, Pocket Aces is the best starting hand. However, if your hand doesn’t
improve on the board, you will only have one pair. Particularly in multi-way pots, this may not be a
strong enough holding for you to continue in later betting rounds, or to win the hand if it gets to
showdown. When playing heads up games (vs just one opponent), you typically need to play an
extremely wide range of starting hands, especially when on the button. However, in multi-way
games (vs several opponents), you need to be more selective with your starting hands, taking
table position and the actions of your opponents into account. Hands with generally strong
playability include: Top pairs — AA and KK are the premium starting hands in Texas Hold’'em.



They can be played extremely confidently and aggressively pre-flop, and you shouldn’t be
deterred from getting your stack in the middle at this stage if you get the opportunity. QQ and JJ
are the next best pairs which can also be played positively, though you need to proceed with
caution if facing a lot of pre-flop aggression, or if over cards are dealt on the flop.

— AA and KK are the premium starting hands in Texas Hold’em. They can be played extremely
confidently and aggressively pre-flop, and you shouldn’t be deterred from getting your stack in the
middle at this stage if you get the opportunity. QQ and JJ are the next best pairs which can also
be played positively, though you need to proceed with caution if facing a lot of pre-flop
aggression, or if over cards are dealt on the flop. Small pairs — small to middle pairs like 44 or 66
are good to play in late position if you can see a flop relatively cheaply, to try and hit a set on the
flop. If you do, your hand will be pretty well disguised against opponents playing bigger pairs or
higher cards. Folding is recommended against a lot of pre-flop action, or if you face a bet after
missing the flop.

— small to middle pairs like 44 or 66 are good to play in late position if you can see a flop relatively
cheaply, to try and hit a set on the flop. If you do, your hand will be pretty well disguised against
opponents playing bigger pairs or higher cards. Folding is recommended against a lot of pre-flop
action, or if you face a bet after missing the flop. Suited connectors — cards with consecutive
numbers and the same suit (e.g. JH, 10H). These holdings have great playability post-flop and
can give you the chance to make straights or flushes. It's recommended that you play a lot of
these hands multi-way and/or when you have a deep stack, as you have the potential to win large
pots against players with inferior holdings like two pair or three of a kind.

— cards with consecutive numbers and the same suit (e.g. JH, 10H). These holdings have great
playability post-flop and can give you the chance to make straights or flushes. It's recommended
that you play a lot of these hands multi-way and/or when you have a deep stack, as you have the
potential to win large pots against players with inferior holdings like two pair or three of a kind.
Suited aces — hands like AH, 4H give you the potential to make straights, but more importantly,
the nut flush. Again, this can be extremely profitable against players with inferior holdings —
especially players who may also hit lower value flushes. In addition, suited aces are great bluffing
hands against pre-flop raises. Holding an ace means you block the combinations of aces that
your opponent(s) can be holding. And if you're called, your holding still has decent playability
post-flop.

How are hands ranked in Texas Hold’'em?

Understanding hand rankings beyond your starting hands is important as you look to play your
best possible five-card hand from the seven available cards. Texas Hold’em poker uses traditional
high poker hand ranks: Royal Flush — 10-A of the same suit

Straight Flush — Five cards of the same suit, in consecutive order numerically

Four of a Kind — Four cards of the same rank, and one side card/’kicker’

Full House — Three cards of the same rank, and two other cards which also match rank

Flush — Five cards of the same suit

Straight — Five cards in sequence numerically

Three of a Kind — Three cards of the same rank, and two unrelated side cards

Two pair — Two cards of matching ranks, another two cards of matching rank, and one side card
One pair — Two cards of matching rank, and three unrelated side cards

High card — No matching cards and no other hand type More information on hand ranks, including
examples of poker hands, is available in our How to Play section.

Limit, No Limit, Pot Limit and Mixed Texas Hold'em

Hold'em rules remain the same for Limit, No Limit and Pot Limit poker games, with a few
exceptions

Limit Texas Hold'em

Betting in Limit Hold'em is in pre-determined, structured amounts. Pre-flop and on the flop, all bets
and raises are of the same amount as the big blind. On the turn and the river, the size of all bets
and raises doubles. In Limit Hold'em, up to four bets are allowed per player during each betting
round. This includes a (1) bet, (2) raise, (3) re-raise, and (4) cap (final raise). No Limit Texas



Hold'em

The minimum bet in No Limit Hold'em is the same as the size of the big blind, but players can
always bet as much more as they want, up to all of their chips.

Minimum raise: In No Limit Hold'em, the raise amount must be at least as much as the previous
bet or raise in the same round. As an example, if the first player to act betsR$5 then the second
player must raise a minimum ofR$5 (total bet 0ofR$10).

Maximum raise: The size of your stack (your chips on the table).

In No Limit Hold'em, there is no ‘cap’ on the number of raises allowed. Pot Limit Texas Hold'em
The minimum bet in Pot Limit Hold'em is the same as the size of the big blind, but players can
always bet up to the size of the pot.

Minimum raise: The raise amount must be at least as much as the previous bet or raise in the
same round. As an example, if the first player to act betsR$5 then the second player must raise a
minimum ofR$5 (total bet 0fR$10).

Maximum raise: The size of the pot, which is defined as the total of the active pot plus all bets on
the table plus the amount the active player must first call before raising.

Example: If the size of the pot isSR$100, and there is no previous action on a particular betting
round, a player may bet a maximum ofR$100. After that bet, the action moves to the next player
clockwise. That player can either fold, callR$100, or raise any amount between the minimum
($100 more) and the maximum. The maximum bet in this case isSR$400 - the raiser would first
callR$100, bringing the pot size toR$300, and then raiseR$300 more, making a total bet ofR$400.
In Pot Limit Hold'em, there is no ‘cap’ on the number of raises allowed. Mixed Texas Hold'em

In Mixed Hold'em, the game switches between rounds of Limit Hold'em and No Limit Hold'em. The
blinds are typically increased when the game switches from No Limit to Limit, to ensure some
consistency in the average pot size in each game. The betting rules on each round follow the
rules for that game, as described above.

In the PokerStars software, it's not possible to bet less than the minimum or more than the
maximum. The bet slider and bet window will only allow you to bet amounts within the allowed
thresholds.

Learn How to Play Texas Hold'em for Free

If you want to learn how to play Hold'em, then download the PokerStars software and join any of
the free poker games where you can play online against other players. Unlike our real money
poker games, since there is nothing at stake, you can be comfortable learning the ropes of the
game and all the rules of Hold'em. As well as Texas Hold’em, we also offer many other poker
variants. See our Poker Games page to learn more.

Additional information

bet free fire :sport e criciima palpite

No mundo dos jogos de azar, € muito importante conhecer as diferentes op¢des disponiveis para
fazer as melhores escolhas. Neste artigo, vamos ver as diferencas entre dois termos comumente
usados: funsport bet e PrizePicks.

funsport bet

funsport bet € um termo usado nos jogos de bacara online. Muito especificamente, refere-se a
uma aposta chamada "Panda 8 Bet". Neste caso, a aposta € vencedora se a mao do jogador
tiver um valor de pontuacao de oito usando trés cartas, enquanto a mao do banqueiro tiver um
valor de sete ou menos, sem confidéncia no nimero de cartas. Se vocé ganhar uma aposta
funsport bet (Panda 8 Bet), vocé sera pago 25 para 1.

PrizePicks

Em contraste, PrizePicks ndo € um site de apostas esportivas tradicional, mas sim um site de
fantasia diaria que se concentra nas atuacdes individuais dos jogadores. Neste site, vocé ndo
esta realmente fazendo apostas, mas sim entrando em diferentes competi¢cdes usando dinheiro.
O objetivo € prever o sucesso de jogadores individuais em eventos esportivos especificos.



A Descobrindo bet365

Héa algum tempo, descobri o universo de apostas esportivas online com o bet365, um site que
transformou minha experiéncia neste mundo e me fez me sentir parte de uma grande revolugéo.
Minha Primeira Aposta

Lembrei-me do primeiro evento esportivo no qual fiz minhas apostas. Foi um jogo de Futebol, um
dos mercados selecionados para apostas que o site oferece. Encontrei algumas restricoes e
termos e condi¢des, mas tudo ficou claro depois de uma rapida leitura.

Mais Do que um Site de Apostas

bet free fire :jogo de baralho online apostado

E

O triangulo invertido vermelho esta bet free fire toda parte — esténcel nas paredes, pulverizado
sobre perus de lojas; um tema constante 8 que guia os visitantes pelas vielas estreitares do
campo Burj al-Barajneh.

Aparecendo inicialmente bet free fire {sp}s de combate lancados pelo Hamas, nos 8 quais seus
combatentes tém como alvo tanques israelenses na Faixa da Gaza a recém-descoberta
onipresenca do logotipo no campo 8 170 milhas (270 km) sinaliza uma mudanca nas opinides
favoraveis a luta armada.

"NOs nos sentimos orgulhosos e estamos mais conscientes 8 sobre a causa”, disse Nihaya
Ayman Ibrahim, um artista de 25 anos cujos murais adornam as paredes do acampamento. Um 8
deles retrata paraquedas que lembram os militantes Hamas descendo bet free fire Israel no dia 7
outubro deste ano com o objetivo 8 mortal atague ao campo; outro retratou Abu Obeida porta-voz
militar da organizac&o terrorista - seu rosto envolto num keffiyeh 8 (um aviao).

"Estamos com eles", disse Ibrahim. Apesar de tudo o que aconteceu bet free fire Gaza, apesar
das vitimas."

Centenas de milhares e 8 centenas dos palestinos tém caido nos campos libaneses ha décadas —
sem Estado, marginalizados por suas comunidades anfitrids ou com 8 perspectivas para o futuro.
Até recentemente, as paredes dos edificios bet free fire ruinas do campo tinham grafites
desabrochados e uma prova da 8 causa que se tornou obsoleta. Mas o ataque ao Hamas contra
Israel (e a subsequente guerra na Faixa) reavivaram aspiracoes 8 para um Estado palestino com
sonho no retorno a patria existente apenas nas memorias distantes duma geracao mais antiga ”.
“Antes, 8 sO os idosos que tinham sido deslocados falavam sobre a Palestina”, disse Ibrahim. Ele
nasceu no campo como parte de 8 uma geracao afastada da politica para se concentrar bet free
fire sobreviver a destruicdo do pais e dos territérios ocupados por imigrantes 8 palestinos na
Cisjordania (EUA).

“Vocés tém meninos, de 10 a 15 anos que estao falando sobre o qué esta acontecendo na 8
Palestina”, disse ela.

A guerra consumiu a vida diaria nos campos. Em uma recente visita ao Burj al-Barajneh, meninos
armados com 8 metralhadoras de plastico jogaram guerras e correr por ruas lotadas bet free fire
direcéo aos cantos pintado do triangulo vermelho; adultos se 8 sentariam no café jogando cartas
assistindo a cobertura da Guerra na Faixa... [+]

Criancas no acampamento correm pelas ruas brincando de 8 guerra com metralhadoras plastica,
as paredes ao redor delas adornadas pelo triangulo vermelho associado a Hamas.
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As tensdes também 8 aumentaram muito na fronteira Israel-Libano, com as forcas israelenses
trocando fogo quase diario contra o grupo paramilitar libanés Hezbollah.

Os paises 8 ocidentais designaram o Hamas como uma organizacao terrorista — mas os
palestinos tendem a chama-lo de "resisténcia”, um grupo solto 8 das faccbes armadas vistas
empreendendo legitima luta contra ocupacéao israelense.Os eventos do 7 outubro ndo sao
considerados ato terroristas, e 8 sim fugas inspiradora da prisdo Simboloes tais quais triangulo
vermelho; paraquedas/para quedista ou Obeida foram estampados sobre pinos (aparelhos), 8



camiseta(camisa)e caneca’ café*).

Ibrahim foi rapido bet free fire esclarecer que o apoio a "resisténcia" era moral e ndo politico.
Enquanto a imagem 8 onipresente de Obeida visa mostrar solidariedade com os combatentes no
terreno, notavelmente ausentes estdo imagens dos lideres politicos do Hamas 8 que sao
baseados na Qatar and Lebanon

"As pessoas se diferenciam muito bem entre a asa militar do Hamas e o 8 departamento politico",
disse Marie Kortam, pesquisadora no Instituto Francés de Oriente Préximo (I0S), acrescentando
gue um aumento temporario bet free fire apoio 8 ndo necessariamente significa uma mudanca
duradoura nas filiages politicas.

Os palestinos nos campos historicamente se aliaram ao rival do Hamas, Fatah 8 s (que dirige a
Autoridade Palestina), bem como aos acampamento no Libano e cuja orientacdo secular tende
ser mais palatavel 8 que o dogma islamico.

Mas o Fatah enfrentou um declinio constante na legitimidade bet free fire meio a acusacdes de
corrupcéo e bet free fire 8 incapacidade para cumprir as promessas dos acordos Oslo 1993.

Os refugiados palestinos no Libano reclamam que o Fatah ndo melhorou as 8 condi¢gfes de vida
ou ajudou a garantir direitos basicos, como capacidade para trabalhar e possuir propriedades.

A Autoridade Palestina aloca USR$ 8 15 milhdes por més para os campos libaneses, mas grande
parte € gasta bet free fire alimentar as redes de patrocinio do 8 Fatah ao invés da prestacédo dos
servigos aos refugiados.

As condi¢des desamparada nos campos, juntamente com a campanha militar da terra 8
gueimada bet free fire Gaza por Israel ofereceram terreno fértil para 0 Hamas cortar seu status
como guardido do Fatah. "Esta 8 foi uma excelente oportunidade ao Hamas criar um base
popular no campo”, disse Kortam."

Muros bet free fire um campo de refugiados palestinos 8 pulverizados com o texto "Hamas" apés
7 outubro.
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O Hamas manteve o recrutamento bet free fire segredo para evitar alienar os 8 governos
libaneses ou transformar campos de concentragao nos alvos dos bombardeamentos israelitas,
mas por tras das cenas a organizagao capitalizou 8 com um novo zelo da juventude.

Na cidade de Saida, no sul da capital do Hamas disse que "centenas" dos jovens 8 se
aproximaram dele nos ultimos meses e estavam prontos para pegar bet free fire armas. “Eles
gueriam dar-lhes armamentos a fim deles 8 poderem ir a Palestina vindo das mé&os ao Sul Libano;
assim eles podem lutar contra o Sionismo depois destes terem 8 visto 0S massacreros serem
cometidos”, afirmou Hassan Shanaa ndia

Saida é o lar de Ain al-Hilweh, a maior campo do Libano. 8 Cerca dos 120 mil palestinos estéao
amontoados bet free fire menos que meio quildometro quadrado da terra quando eclodiu uma
guerra 8 na Faixa "uma mobilizacdo geral" no acampamento - disse um lutador Hamas com
homens jovens se unindo para juntarem as 8 fileiras Hamas Ele ndo queria ser nomeado por
causa das repercussodes ao falar a midia fora cadeia comando grupo islamico

"Eles 8 nos ensinam sobre armas, como desmonta-las e juntalos”, disse um recruta que se juntou
depois do dia 7 outubro. Ele 8 sentiu a resisténcia armada era o Unico caminho para seguir bet
free fire frente."Seria uma honra lutar".

O processo de recrutamento do Hamas 8 pode levar anos. Novos participantes comegam com
instrucéo religiosa e sdo examinados bet free fire varias etapas, o treinamento militar ocorre fora 8
dos campos juntamente ao Hezbollah ndia

A mobilizagdo nos campos de risco provoca uma reacao negativa no Libano, onde os palestinos 8
faziam parte da guerra civil e lutavam ao lado dos partidos mugulmanos contra grupos cristaos
aliados a Israel.A integragéo entre 8 refugiados na sociedade libanesa continua controversa
porque corre o perigo bet free fire alterar as relag6es do sistema sectario libanés com seu 8
governo

O governo libanés tentou conter o recrutamento. "Tivemos varias discussdes com Hamas aqui ho
Libano para parar”, disse Bassel Al 8 Hassan, presidente do Comité de Dialogo Palestinos
Libaneses."Dissemos que temos nossa soberania e também nds estamos 6nus das implicagdes



sobre 8 a situacao libanesa".

Mas enquanto a guerra de Israel bet free fire Gaza continuar, Al Hassan espera que o
recrutamento continue. "O sofrimento 8 é esmagador ea opinido publica entre os palestinos esta
focada nisso mais do Que qualquer outra questao”, disse ele ".
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