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Manx gambling company

Entain plc, formerly GVC Holdings, is an international sports

betting and gambling company. It is listed on the London Stock Exchange and is a
constituent of the FTSE 100 Index.[2] It owns brands such as bwin, Coral, Ladbrokes,
PartyPoker and Sportingbet.

History [ edit ]

The company was incorporated in Luxembourg

in 2004 as Gaming VC Holdings.[3] It was founded by a group of four American
businesspersons, led by Steve Barlow,[4] as a vehicle to acquire Casino-Club, an online
casino established in 2001 that was reportedly the largest online gambling operator in
German-speaking countries.[5] The company made its initial public offering on the AIM
exchange on 21 December 2004, raising funds that were used to complete the €105-million
acquisition of Casino-Club on the same day.[6][7]

In 2010, Gaming VC was reorganised in

the Isle of Man as GVC Holdings.[8]

In 2012, GVC and William Hill bought Sportingbet,

with William Hill taking the Australian and Spanish markets, and GVC taking the rest of
the world.[9]

GVC acquired Bwin.Party Digital Entertainment in 2024 for £1.1 billion

after a bidding battle with rival gambling group 888 Holdings, leading to a marked
recovery in GVC's financial situation.[10][11][12] After the acquisition, Bwin.Party
returned to growth after many years of falling sales.[13]

In December 2024, GVC agreed

to buy Ladbrokes Coral in a deal which could be worth up to £4 billion.[14] The
acquisition was completed in March 2024.[15]

In mid-2024 a shareholder rebellion forced

out GVC director, Peter Isola, after reports showed that two executives at the company
earned a disproportionate £67 million in salary.[16]

In July 2024, GVC agreed to

aR$200-million deal with MGM Resorts International to capitalise on the newly
liberalised US sports betting market.[17]

In 2024, GVC chairman Lee Feldman left the
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company.[18] While Feldman was overdue to leave under UK corporate governance code that
recommends chairs of listed companies not stay in position longer than nine years, the
news came two weeks after Feldman sold £6m worth of his GVC shares and CEO Kenny
Alexander sold shares worth £13.7m, which led to GVC's share price falling nearly 14%
in a single day.[19] Barry Gibson took over as Chairman upon Feldman's

departure.[20]

In July 2024, Shay Segev, GVC's chief operating officer (COO), succeeded

Alexander as CEO following his "surprise departure" after 13 years in charge.[21] The
same month, the UK tax authority HM Revenue and Customs announced that it was widening
the scope of its investigation into “potential corporate offending” related to GVC's

former Turkish-facing online gambling business, which it had sold in December 2024.[22]
GVC dismissed public reports that the HMRC probe was related to insolvent payment
processor Wirecard, saying there was “no evidence of any link between the HMRC
investigation and the payment service providers mentioned in the newspaper

report.”[23]

In December 2024, GVC Holdings changed its name to Entain plc.[24] The

rebranding was said to reflect a "new era of sustainability and conduct", which also
included a commitment to operate only in regulated markets by 2024.[25][26]

In 2024,

Entain's joint venture partner MGM Resorts made an offer to buy Entain, valuing the
business atR$11 billion. The board and Segev rejected the offer saying, that it
"significantly undervalues the company and its prospects".[27] MGM Resorts subsequently
withdrew the offer.[28]

In January 2024, Segev stepped down as Entain CEO and was

succeeded by Jette Nygaard-Andersen, who became the first woman to lead a UK-listed
gambling company.[29][30]

In August 2024, Entain acquired US-based esports betting

company Unikrn for £50 million.[31][32]

In November 2024, it was reported that Entain

had sold the Betdaq business, which had been acquired by Ladbrokes eight years earlier,
back to its original founder Dermot Desmond. The sale price was reportedly

substantially less than £25 million the company was originally acquired for.[33] Also

in November 2024, Entain sold its InterTrader business to Raven Ventures
International.[34][35]

In February 2024, Entain acquired the Canadian sports betting

operator Sports Interaction from Avid Gaming for £175 million.[36][37]

In November

2024, Entain acquired the Croatian sports betting company, SuperSport.[38][39]

In

January 2024, Entain acquired the Dutch online gambling company, BetCity, from Sports
Entertainment Media for £398 million.[40]

In December 2024, Nygaard-Andersen stepped

down as Entain CEO and was succeeded on an interim basis by Stella David, a
non-executive director of Entain.[41]

Operations [ edit |

Entain is headquartered in

the Isle of Man and has licences in more than 18 countries. The Group employs over
2,800 employees and contractors in locations across Europe, Oceania, Asia, North and
South America.[42]

Entain-owned brands [ edit ]

Entain operates consumer-facing brands

in the online gambling industry, including:

Sports labels [ edit ]



Betboo [ edit

]

Betboo was established in 2005 and provides online bingo, sportsbook, casino and

poker to South American customers. It was acquired by the GVC Group in July

2009.[43]

BetMGM [ edit ]

In July 2024, GVC announced a 50/50 joint venture with US

Hotel and Casino operator MGM Resorts International to create a sports betting and
online gaming platform targeting the U.S. market in states where such activities are
legal.[44]

bwin [ edit ]

bwin is Entain's main sports betting brand in continental

Europe. Its core markets include Germany, Italy, Spain, France and Belgium. As well as
sports bets, bwin has a variety of table and slot casino games as well as online poker
where licensed to do so. The bwin brand has been associated with sponsorship of a
number of football teams including Real Madrid,[45] A.C. Milan, Bayern Munich,
Manchester Utd and Juventus.[46][47][48][49] The brand currently sponsors four Spanish
La Liga clubs: Valencia CF, Villarreal CF, Sevilla FC and Atlético Madrid.[50]

In

February 2024, GVC Holdings was fined £350,000 by the UK Gambling Commission for
repeated failings from ElectraWorks Limited. The company was punished for infringements
relating to the advertising of free bets and bonus offers.[51]

Gamebookers [ edit

]

Gamebookers is a full-service sportsbook that was initially acquired by PartyGaming

in 2006.[52] GVC then acquired the brand in February 2024 as part of the acquisition of
bwin.party.[53]

Ladbrokes & Coral [ edit ]

As of 29 March 2024, GVC Holdings took over

the Ladbrokes Coral Group. This included their UK bookmaker estate, a new business for
GVC bringing the two customer brands Ladbrokes and Coral into the corporate
portfolio.[14]

Neds [ edit ]

Neds was established in 2024 and serves the Australian

sports betting market. It was acquired by GVC in 2024 forR$A95 million.[54]

Sportingbet

[ edit ]

Sportingbet was established over 15 years ago in 1998 and was acquired by GVC

in March 2013. It provides online and mobile sports betting, casinos, games and poker.

In October 2012, Sportingbet announced that it had agreed to preliminary terms for a
£530 million takeover bid from both GVC and William Hill. Under these terms,
Sportingbet's Australian and Spanish operations were bought by William Hill.[55]

Games

labels [ edit |

partypoker [ edit ]

partypoker was founded in 2001 and in the early

2000s was the world's largest online poker site. The company's US-driven revenues were
hit by the passing of the Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act (UIGEA) in the
United States. The company merged with Austrian sport's betting company bwin in 2011,
and was acquired by GVC in 2024.[56] In 2024 partypoker launched a windows mobile app
and saw significant growth after bwin.party was acquired by GVC in the same
year.[57][58] In 2024, the partypoker brand was placed under the control of GVC's
BetMGM joint venture.[59]



partycasino [ edit ]

Following the 2011 merger of PartyGaming

PLC and bwin Interactive Entertainment AG, partycasino became one of GVC's leading
casino brands.[60]

CasinoClub [ edit ]

CasinoClub was originally launched in 2001 and

acquired by GVC in 2004, it largely operates in German-speaking markets and has more
than 15,000 active customers.[61]

Gioco Digitale [ edit ]

Gioco Digitale was the first

fully regulated gambling site on the Italian market launched in 2008. It has positioned
itself as a gambling portal for casual users, with a focus on bingo and casino

products. The company was originally acquired by bwin Interactive Entertainment AG in
2009.[62]

Cashcade [ edit ]

Cashcade Ltd is a UK-based online gambling marketing

company that is now a wholly owned subsidiary of GVC Holdings. Cashcade was originally
acquired by PartyGaming PLC in July 2009.[63] The company became part of the GVC group
when it was purchased as part of the acquisition of bwin.party digital entertainment in
February 2024. Cashcade owns FoxyGames, FoxyBingo and CheekyBingo.[64]

Foxy Bingo [

edit |

This online bingo site was first launched in 2005 and the brand is owned by

Cashcade. During its advertising history it has had many campaigns featuring Foxy - a
human-sized fox mascot. He wears a smart suit and has a northern accent. Throughout its
brand history, there have been several celebrity tie-ups including with Katie Price and
Joey Essex.[65][66]

Foxy Games [ edit |

Foxy Games was established in April 2024 as

Foxy Casino and is the slots-led counterpart of its sister brand Foxy Bingo.[67][68]
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Além de vencer uma prova de campeonato, a temporada de 2007 foi marcada também por duas

participacfes em campeonatos diferentes e uma série de torneios para os jogadores da equipe.

Ao vencer uma prova de campeonato, uma equipe nao pode participar de uma competicao até o
fim da temporada.

Se tal equipe continuar, ndo podera participar de uma competicao.

Para evitar que outros times disputem a partir do final do campeonato, o time pode se mudar de
organizacao para uma outra equipe.

ApGs 0 campeonato, 0s

1. 1.0 maior jackpot ganha: A$ 23,6 milhdes em european bwin prediction Mega Moolah
Absoloolly. Louca!. Em european bwin prediction 2024, o mundo dos cassinos online
testemunhou uma vitéria impressionante no jackpot, estabelecendo um novo recorde global. Um
jogador afortunado atingiu 0 ouro com um monumental A$ 23,6 milhdes no Mega Moolah
Absoloolly Mad. slot.

european bwin prediction :dicas apostas libertadores

O bater na porta comecou logo apés o nascer do sol, quando Iftekhar Alam ainda estava



dormindo european bwin prediction seu apartamento no quinto andar.

Cerca de meia dazia policiais armados entraram, gritando obscenidades e dizendo que ele havia
prejudicado a nacdo do Bangladesh.

"Onde esta o seu telefone? Onde é que fica a european bwin prediction maquina portatil?",
gritaram os oficiais quando apontavam as armas para ele e revistaram-no no apartamento.
"Eles me colocaram no carro de vidro preto e imediatamente, eles algemaram-me. Eles vendaram
0os meus olhos", disse ele!

Alam acredita que foi levado para Aynaghor, conhecida european bwin prediction Bangladesh
como a "Casa dos Espelhos" - um notorio centro de detencdo na sede da Direcdo Geral das
Forcas Inteligéncia (DGFI).

Grupos de direitos humanos dizem que centenas foram torturados la durante os 15 anos do
governo da ex-primeira ministra Sheikh Hasina, a qual renunciou european bwin prediction agosto
apo0s semanas.

Hasina fugiu do pais de helicéptero, alguns dos presos politicos detidos no sistema prisional
sombrio Bangladesh foram libertados e comecaram a revelar o que aconteceu la.

Alam, de 23 anos e que fazia parte dos protestos anti-governo desde o inicio do més passado
era amigo intimo da principal organizacao.

Os protestos comecaram como manifestagdes lideradas por estudantes contra as cota de
empregos do governo, depois explodiram european bwin prediction um movimento nacional para
expulsar Hasina ap6és ela ordenar uma repressao mortal e matar centenas das pessoas na pior
violéncia politica no Bangladesh.

Durante os interrogatorios, Alam disse que foi pressionado a revelar as localizagc6es dos lideres
do protesto. Seus captores ameacaram "desaparecer" e mata-lo se ndo o fizessem

Detido, ele diz que o pessoal de seguranca torturou-o por horas — eles bateram nele european
bwin prediction todo seu corpo com tubos metalicos até quebrarem 0s 0ssos no pé e depois
forcaram a andar ao redor dos circulos varias vezes.

Eles também extinguiram cigarros european bwin prediction suas maos e pés, gritando com ele
gue seria punido ainda mais se gritasse de dor - chamando-o "jogo", disse.

Alam disse que seus interrogadores lhe disseram a ele, na préxima fase foram choques elétricos
e waterboarding — dando-lhe uma “amostra” do impacto elétrico nas costas de seu pesco¢o como
um aviso.

"Nao ha como escapar disso, e minha vida vai acabar aqui", disse ele refletindo sobre european
bwin prediction mentalidade durante essas horas.

Grupos de direitos humanos dizem que ele esta longe da Unica vitima.

Durante o governo de Hasina, os detidos foram submetidos a tortura european bwin prediction
uma rede com outros centros secretos por todo pais e administrados pelo Batalhdo Rapido da
Acéo (RAB) do Bangladesh.

A RAB - uma forga-tarefa conjunta composta pela policia, militares e guardas de fronteira - foi
sancionada pelos Estados Unidos european bwin prediction 2024 por seu suposto envolvimento
no “grave abuso dos direitos humanos”.

Odhikar estima que 709 pessoas foram a for¢ca desapareceu sob o governo de Hasina. Alguns
mais tarde, libertados ou condenados - 155 ainda estao desaparecido /p>

"As agéncias de aplicacéo da lei e as forgas policiais sistematicamente cometeram
desaparecimentos forgados" visando principalmente a académicos, jornalistas ou ativistas
politicos que criaram um clima do medo no pais.

Grupos de direitos internacionais como a Anistia Internacional e Human Rights Watch também
publicaram vérios relatérios documentando desaparecimentos, tortura pela policia durante o
governo Hasina.

Nao pode verificar independentemente os testemunhos de tortura e entrou european bwin
prediction contato com 0 novo governo interino no Bangladesh para comentar as alegagdes dos
abusos na Aynaghor, bem como a quantidade ainda desaparecida.

O ganhador do Prémio Nobel da Paz Mohammed Yunus - que esta liderando o novo governo
interino — anunciou a criacdo de uma comissao para investigar as pessoas "desaparecidas” e



convidou um time das Nag¢bes Unidas a Bangladesh, onde investigam independentemente
supostas atrocidades cometidas durante os recentes protestos.

"A questao dos desaparecimentos forcados tem uma longa e dolorosa histéria european bwin
prediction Bangladesh”, disse Ravina Shamdasani, porta-voz do Alto Comissariado das Nacdes
Unidas para os Direitos Humanos.

"O Escritério de Direitos Humanos da ONU espera apoiar o Governo Interino e as pessoas do
Bangladesh neste momento crucial para revitalizar a democracia, buscar responsabilidades
european bwin prediction prol dos direitos humanos das popula¢des no pais".

Horas depois de Hasina fugir e seu governo entrar european bwin prediction colapso —e dentro
das 24 horas ap6s european bwin prediction captura, Alam disse que foi libertado.

Seus captores o deixaram european bwin prediction uma estrada tranquila antes do amanhecer,
ameacando mata-lo se ele abrisse os olhos enquanto eles fugiam.

Quase um més apds european bwin prediction libertacdo, Alam teve o gesso european bwin
prediction seu pé removido e agora esta se movendo com muletas.

Mas ele diz que as cicatrizes mentais levardo muito mais tempo para cicatrizar.

“Foi como um pesadelo”, disse ele.

Nusrat Tabassumo — uma das mulheres mais idosas que coordenam o protesto - também foi
perseguida pelas autoridades.

"(Foi um) momento muito traumatico para mim", disse Tabassum. “Eles quebraram trés portas e
me levaram com eles, oh meu Deus! a tortura fisica que foi miseravel.”

Tabassum diz que foi duramente espancada durante cinco dias de detencéo, entre 28 julhoa 1
agosto. Ela se juntou novamente aos protestos no dia seguinte a european bwin prediction
libertacao

O estudante de ciéncia politica, 23 anos e aluno da prestigiada Universidade Dhaka ndia que se
tornou um ponto central para os protestos european bwin prediction julho.

No campus da universidade, Curzon Hall € um edificio colonial britdnico cercado por palmeiras
gue oferece uma oasis longe das ruas caética de Londres.

Enquanto Tabassum caminha pelos arco de historia do edificio, € claro que european bwin
prediction bravura a transformou european bwin prediction uma crianga-propaganda para o
movimento.

As colegas de escola ocasionalmente a param e perguntam sobre seu tempo na detengéo.
"Nossa reunido sera european bwin prediction Aynaghor", grita-se para ela enquanto caminha -
um sinal de quantos dos estudantes passaram o tempo nos centros da detencdo. O termo
'‘Aynaghor' ou "HouSE DE ESPELOS" se transformou num periodo decisivo, onde 0s prisioneiros
politicos foram mantidos e todos eles séo presos por ordem politica local."

Tabassum diz que foi espancada por mais de quatro horas, cobrindo-a com hematomas
enchendo a boca dela european bwin prediction cortes.

"Sem (@) aparelho auditivo, ndo posso ouvir no ouvido direito”, disse Tabassum. “Dois dentes se
soltaram por causa da surra.”

Durante european bwin prediction detencao, ela foi forcada a fazer uma confissdo conjunta com
outros cinco lideres estudantis que era transmitida na televisao.

"Eles nos forcaram a fazer uma declaragao european bwin prediction {sp} de que paramos nosso
protesto e ndo havera mais movimento", disse ela.

Fazer esse {sp} foi "mais traumatico" do que as surras, disse ela porque temia o povo de
Bangladesh se sentir traido.

"Foi a coisa mais triste", disse ela.

Tabassum disse que quando a noticia se espalhou de Hasina renunciou ao seu posto,
terminando com o controle autoritario sobre os EUA e as autoridades locais do pais.

"Eu chorei muito depois de ouvir a noticia", disse ela. “Foi como se eu vivesse por aquele
momento toda minha vida.”

Enquanto ela continua european bwin prediction recuperagéo, Tabassum diz que esta lutando
com a perda de memaria e tem dificuldade european bwin prediction lembrar eventos ocorrido
mesmo antes da surra.



Mas ela esta determinada a ajudar na formacédo do novo pais — ou “Bangladesh 2.0”, como as
pessoas aqui chamam.

Arte de protesto e murais agora alinham as ruas da Dhaka com impressionantes desenhos
european bwin prediction estilo pop art, slogans como “longa resisténcia ao vivo”, "deixe seus
sonhos voarem" ou o novo Bangladesh feito pela Geragéo Z.

As ruas estao vivas com otimismo renovado e orgulho civico — microprotestos surgem european
bwin prediction cidades de Bangladesh, enquanto grupos interessados tentam fazer suas vozes
serem ouvidas durante o processo da reforma.

No final de agosto, testemunhas testemunharam meia dlzia pequenos protestos pacificos na
capital Daca e cidade sudeste da Cox' 'S Bazar — european bwin prediction questées como
médicos tentando impedir que paramédicom obtenha licencas médicas.

Anteriormente, muitas pessoas tinham muito medo de protestar nas ruas por receio da prisdo ou
ser "desapareceu” sob o tempo do Hasina.

Mas agora até as familias estdo na rua, fazendo campanha pela libertacdo das vitimas
capturadas no sistema de detencao sombrio do Bangladesh.

Ha um otimismo cauteloso de que o pais mudara sob nova lideranca, mas alguns permanecem
desconfiados a medida european bwin prediction a instabilidade permeia todos os setores da
sociedade.

Yunus, o lider interino do grupo de oposicdo da Casa Branca pediu paciéncia ao publico
enguanto european bwin prediction equipe tenta enfrentar "desafios semelhantes a montanhas"
apo6s 15 anos sob dominio fascista.

Os estudantes que o levaram ao poder acreditam european bwin prediction european bwin
prediction vontade de defender os melhores interesses do pais.

Yunus tem "vibra¢des de guarda”, disse Tabassum.

"Ele se preocupa conosco, ele cuida do meu pais”, disse ela. “Gostamos de manter nossa
confianca nele.”

Mas ela reconhece que "a reforma pds-revolucao é muito dificil".

"Meu pais esta doente", disse ela. Mas nosso povo, nés (vamos) ficar juntos."”
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