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World Chess Championship Won GM Viswanathan Anand of India won the World Championship,
September 2007 in Mecico City, a point ahead of his nearest rivals, GMs Vladimir
Kramnik of Russia and Boris Gelfand of Israel. Anand's final score was 'plus four' (or

'+4"), meaning that he won four more games than he lost. Since he did not lose a single
game, we can also write his score as +4-0=10, meaning four wins, no losses, and ten
draws. His closest rivals finished at 'plus two', both +3-1=10. The diagram shows the

last position from the last game (Rd.14: Anand - Leko). White has just played

20.Bg5-e3. The material left on the board is balanced, the Pawn structure is balanced,

and neither side has a significant weakness. The game was drawn at this point, making
Anand the new World Champion. In this tutorial, we'll look at some of the crucial games
and positions from Mexico City that Anand encountered on his way to winning the
championship. We are indebted to the Chessbase site (see the box 'Elsewhere on the
Web"), especially the analyses by GM Mihail Marin and the videos by Vijay Kumar of the
post game press conferences. The Openings: Anand Playing White (+3-0=4) The strategy of
top tier chess players often uses a simple formula: Win with White; draw with Black.

This means that all players follow the same opening strategy. They play opening systems
that maximize their chances of winning with White and of drawing with Black. Mexico

City was no different. The eight participants played each other twice, and the four

games per round over 14 rounds produced 56 games. White won 18, Black won 2, and 36
were drawn (+18-2=36). Anand opened all seven of his games as White with 1.e4. One
opponent responded 1...c5, and the other six replied 1...e5. Against those six, Anand
played 2.Nf3. Two opponents replied 2...Nf6 (the Petrov [Petroff] Defense), while the

other four replied 2...Nc6. All four games followed the main line of the Ruy Lopez

(3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-O Be7 6.Rel b5 7.Bb3 O-0), and three of those four games
arrived at the position shown in the diagram, known as the Marshall Attack (8.c3 d5).

Both the Petrov and the Marshall give Black excellent drawing chances. Black's winning
chances aren't very high, but neither is the risk of losing. The Petrov was played

seven times in Mexico City (+0-0=7). The Marshall was played four times (+1-0=3), and
would have been played more often if Black hadn't sidestepped it with the Anti-Marshall
moves 8.h3 (+0-0=3) and 8.a4 (+2-0=0). The Openings: Anand Playing Black (+1-0=6) As
Black, Anand faced 1.e4 twice, answering 1...e5 in both games. In the other five games,
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all of which opened 1.d4, he answered 1...d5 2.c4 c6 twice, and 1...Nf6 2.c4 e6 three
times. The 1.d4 openings provide more opportunity for transpositions between different
systems than do the 1.e4 openings. Four of Anand's 1.d4 games converged to the same
position (1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 c6). Three of these games continued 5.Bg5 h6
6.Bh4 dxc4 7.e4 g5 8.Bg3 b5, reaching the position shown in the diagram. Known as the
Anti-Meran Gambit, it was played in five games overall (+0-1=4). Top tier players spend
much of their preparation studying the games of their rivals, in particular their

opening repertoires. They assume that their rivals are doing the same. Together with
small teams of trusted assistants, everyone armed with the latest chess software and
data, they probe their opponents' openings looking for moves that might surprise. They
also verify their own openings by looking for improvements to avoid surprises by well
prepared opponents. It is almost impossible for an observer to explain why a particular
player chose a particular opening against a particular opponent in a particular game.
Much depends on the preparation of the two adversaries, on their history of playing
together, and on other games in the same event which have seen the most fashionable
openings. The choice of opening is largely psychological and only the players can
explain their choices satisfactorily. Rd.2: Winning with Black

Aronian - Anand; after

22.e4-d5(xP) In the first round, the eight players started cautiously. All four games

were drawn in less than 30 moves. In the second round, Anand played Black against GM
Levon Aronian of Armenia, a dangerous opponent who was fully capable of winning the
event. The game started with an Anti-Meran Gambit, and followed a known variation until
Anand uncorked a novelty on his 17th move. A few moves later Aronian made a temporary
sacrifice of a minor piece, arriving at the diagrammed position. Now if the Bishop
retreats with 22...Bb7, White regains the sacrificed piece with 23.c6, obtaining an
excellent game with pressure against the Black Paxn on g4.. Anand played the surprising
22...Be5!, when White was forced to continue 23.f4. After 23...Bg7 24.dxc6 Nxc5, the
White Bishops were passively placed. Anand (video): 'l think he missed this plan of
...Be5 and ...Bg7, or he underestimated it. In the whole game I'm playing against his
Bishop on e2; my Pawns on h5 and g4, and b5 and c4 control this Bishop. This turned out
to be the deciding factor in the game.' Aronian resigned on his 42nd move. This second
round win with Black over a dangerous rival was an excellent start for the Indian GM.
Rd.5: Beating the Marshall

Anand - Svidler; after 26.Qd3-d1 Since reigning World

Champion Kramnik was the only other player to win in the second round, the two
pre-tournament favorites took the lead, a position they maintained by drawing with each
other in round three and against their respective opponents in round four. In the fifth
round Anand played against the Marshall Attack for the first time in the event. The
diagrammed position is typical of the Marshall. Black is a Pawn down, but Black's
pieces, especially the Rooks, are placed more aggressively than White's. A few moves
earlier, Black had weakened his Kingside with 24...g5. The game continued 26...Nf6
27.a4 Ne4d 28.axb5 axb5 29.Ra6. After tying down the Black pieces to the defense of the
Queenside, Anand played Ng2-e3-f5 and broke through on the Kingside. Anand (video): 'In
a very complicated position at the end he spotted me a bit of time. At the end the
position was unbelievably complicated. Basically | tried to get a position where White

is able to hold onto the Pawn at the cost of a significant initiative for Black [. ..]

When he went Nd5-f6-e4, it's a pretty good plan, because suddenly | can't swap Rooks
very easily. That means his attack when it comes will be very strong. | reacted with a4
and Ra6, probably the only correct reaction.' Kramnik drew his game, and Anand was
alone in the lead for the first time. Rd.7: Avoiding the Marshall

Anand - Grischuk;

after 16...Bc8-g4 In the sixth round, while Anand and Kramnik both drew, a new front
runner emerged. Gelfand won his second straight game to tie Anand at 'plus two'. Faced



with the possibility of playing against the Marshall Attack for the second time, Anand
varied with 8.a4, an Anti-Marshall move. In the diagrammed position, the Black Knight
is well posted on b4, but White has a stronger center. The game continued 17.h3 Bh5
18.94 Bg6 19.d5!. With the last move, White locked the Bishop on g6 out of play. Anand
(video): 'I'm not exactly sure how this plan is in the opening with ...Bg4. It's very

forcing because | must play [h3 and] g4, but on the other hand his Bishop gets
sidetracked to g6. | felt that | should be better, but the tactics are quite annoying.

A bit later | realized that my Bishop on b1l is trapped for a while. So it was a complex
game.' The world no.1 gradually improved the position of his own pieces, kept his
opponent's pieces in passive positions, and broke through by sacrificing a Pawn on the
Queenside to invade Black's position on the Kingside. Black's d-Pawn fell and the
White's strong, central d- & e-Pawns were enough to ensure victory. Rd.8: Drawing with
Black against the Closest Contender

Gelfand - Anand; after 10.Bc1-d2 At the

tournament's half way point, when all the players had met each other exactly once,
Anand was again alone in the lead. At 'plus three' (+3-0=4), he was a half point ahead
of Gelfand ('plus two') and a full point ahead of Kramnik ('plus one'). He was to play
Black against Gelfand in the first game of the second half. In the diagrammed position,
Anand played 10...Bd6. It was a move that had been played only once before, and that
Gelfand had not seen. Anand (video): 'Basically | wanted to surprise Boris with this

idea of ...Bd6. It's a very rare move, but I'd done some work on it with some people
some months back. It comes down to the Catalan is a story that you play ...e5 or ...c5
or you don't. If you're not in time, you're worse. Here | think ...Qb8 and ...e5 were

very important moves.' The surprise worked. Gelfand played 11.Rd1 instead of the more
aggressive 11.Bg5. The game was agreed drawn on the 20th move. When Kramnik also drew
on the Black side of a Petrov Defense, the three leaders retained their respective
positions on the crosstable. Rd.10: Drawing with Black Against the Most Dangerous
Opponent

Kramnik - Anand; after 28.Qh5-h6(xP) In round nine, Anand agreed to a draw

against after 21 moves Aronian's Marshall. Gelfand and Kramnik both lost their only
games of the tournament, stretching Anand's lead to a full point. Round 10, with Black
against World Champion Kramnik, would likely be the Indian's most severe test of the
event. In an Anti-Meran Gambit, both players had prepared the opening and the initial
moves were played quickly. Black was forced to sacrifice the exchange, but received
good compensation in a centrally posted Knight. In the diagrammed position Black played
28...Nf4. Anand (video): 'When | played Nf4 | thought it was quite unpleasant for him,
and that's when | started to feel that | was better already. He can never take on g5
because of ...Ne2+ and ...Qh2+. He cannot play g3 either because of ...Ne2+, ...Qd5+,
and ...Rd8. On Rel, | just go ...Qd5, and so on. So | started to get ambitious, but he
found 29.Kh1, which is the best move. | went 29...Qd5 30.f3 Rd8 31.Qg7 Rd7, and here my
Knight is too strong. By playing 32.Qf8 with the threat of Rfc1, | thought | could go
32...Qd6 33.Qg7 Qd5, and then it's a draw. Probably this was best. | thought 32...Ne2
was very strong because I'm also restraining Rfcl, but completely missed 33.Rfel.’
Kramnik in turn missed the best move. With a lot of fight left in the position, but

tired from the constant tactical complications, the players agreed to a draw on the

41st move. Rd.11: Clinching the Title (Almost)

Anand - Morozevich; after 30...Rh4-h5

Anand now led by a point with four rounds to be played. In the next round he had White
against Morozevich, a daring player who is always full of creative tactical ideas.

Against Anand's 1.e4, the Russian played 1...c5, the only game in Mexico where Anand
faced other than 1...e5. Play from the diagrammed position continued 31.Qf1 Rh4 32.Qg2
Rh5, bringing the game back to the diagram. If Anand had now continued 33.Qf1, the
players would most likely have repeated the same move sequence, leading to a draw by



triple repetition. Instead he played 33.Nxa6. GM Marin (analysis): 'An important moment
in modern chess history. Anand's most dangerous trailers, Kramnik and Gelfand, had
finished their games hours earlier and a draw would have maintained his comfortable
lead in the tournament. The ambitious decision to play on will lead to a slightly

irrational position, without any safety net for White. Therefore, Anand deserves the
highest praise for the way he chose to climb up to the highest peak of the chess
pyramide. This is the kind of World Champion the public needs. Anand's reward for his
daring play was to pull ahead of his nearest rival by a point and a half. With only

three games remaining, this was an almost insurmountable lead. Rd.13: Holding a Bad
Endgame

Grischuk - Anand; after 40.Kd4-c4 Most people believe that chess is not a game

of chance. By any strict definition of the word ‘chance’, they are probably right.

Chess players know better. No matter how far ahead they calculate variations, or how
solid their position seems to be, there is always a chance that they have overlooked
something. Going into the penultimate round, Anand's lead was still a full point and

only bad luck could steal the victory from him. After Grischuk's 40.Kc4, as shown in

the diagram, Anand played 40...Kc8. White's unexpected 41.Rc2! put him in great danger
of losing. Anand (video): 'l blundered in the Rook ending, but the funny thing is |

might not have lost anything anytime at all. Even if | had gone correctly [via e7] to

f6, he would have gone to e3, checked on f3, and we would have had exactly the same
position as in the game. It's funny that you can blunder something and still end up in

the exact same situation. | don't know if it's a draw, but | remembered once | drew

with [Kramnik] in Monaco like this. You keep attacking one Pawn on the Queenside and
one on the Kingside, back and forth. It's a typical idea in Rook endings. It seemed to
hold this time. | didn't see a clear win for him and | didn't see a clear draw for me,

but somehow it was enough. It's difficult to play a tournament without one bad day,

and for me today was the day | chose to play some lousy moves. At least it was not
enough.' Anand held the position by simplifying into an endgame of Rook and a-Pawn vs.
Rook and h-Pawn, sacrificing his Rook for Grischuk's a-Pawn, and shepherding his h-Pawn
to the promotion to its eighth rank, where his opponent was forced to sacrifice his own
Rook. The draw was a question of a tempo: one tempo more and White would have won.
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Aplicativos de Palpites de Futebol no Brasil

No Brasil, ha diversos aplicativos disponiveis para auxiliar no palpitar resultados de jogos de
futebol. Esses aplicativos, como BetMines, Palpites de Futbol, BetsWall, e PrimaTips, fornecem
previsdes e dicas de apostas baseadas em palpites championship hoje analises estatisticas e
algoritmos sofisticados. Nesse artigo, n0s vamos explorar as melhores opcdes para os brasileiros
gue desejam se aventurar no mundo das apostas esportivas.

Caracteristicas e Vantagens dos Aplicativos de Palpites de Futebol

Previsdes precisas: 0s aplicativos usam analises estatisticas, algoritmos avancados e inteligéncia
artificial para fornecer previsdes precisas sobre os jogos de futebol.

Facilidade de uso: a maioria dos aplicativos é simples e facil de usar, com uma interface
agradavel e intuitiva, o que os torna acessiveis a usuarios de diferentes niveis de conhecimento
em palpites championship hoje apostas esportivas.

No futebol, fazer um palpite para um jogo entre Avai e Coritiba pode ser desafiador, pois depende
de vérios fatores. Vamos explorar algumas informacdes relevantes sobre essas equipes para dar
um palpite informado.

O Avai, da cidade de Floriandpolis, esta na série B do campeonato brasileiro e vem mostrando
um desempenho razoavel. No entanto, palpites championship hoje performance pode variar
consideravelmente de um jogo para o outro. Por outro lado, o Coritiba, time da cidade de



Curitiba, joga na série A e possui um histérico mais estavel. No momento, ambos os times estdo
se esforgando para alcancar seus objetivos nesta temporada.

Analisando os confrontos anteriores, descobrimos que o Coritiba costuma se sair melhor do que
0 Avai nesses encontros. Além disso, o fato de o Coritiba jogar em casa pode influenciar
positivamente no seu desempenho. No entanto, é importante lembrar que as probabilidades
podem mudar até o inicio do jogo.

Em resumo, dado o histdrico, o desempenho mais estavel e o fato de jogar em casa, o Coritiba
pode ter uma pequena vantagem neste confronto. No entanto, € crucial lembrar que o futebol é
imprevisivel e qualquer coisa pode acontecer durante o jogo. Faca seu proprio julgamento e ndo
se esqueca de se divertir assistindo ao jogo!
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Aparéncia de tentativa de assassinato de Hassan Nasrallah
por Israel marca escalada alarmante no conflito com o
Hezbollah

A aparente tentativa de assassinato do lider do Hezbollah, Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, palpites
championship hoje um grande ataque a um quartel-general subterrdneo nos suburbios sul de
Beirute marca a escalada mais alarmante palpites championship hoje quase um ano de guerra
entre a organizacdo militante xiita e Israel.

Pouco depois de um discurso altamente belicoso do primeiro-ministro israelense Benjamin
Netanyahu na Assembleia Geral das Na¢des Unidas - onde ele parecia ameacar diretamente o
Ird, além de prometer continuar "desgastando” o Hezbollah - comecaram a surgir 0s primeiros
relatos de um grande ataque.

Em menos de uma hora, jornalistas israelenses com ligagdes com o estabelecimento de defesa e
seguranca do pais estavam sugerindo que Nasrallah era o alvo e que ele estava na area do
guartel-general no momento do ataque.

Que o ataque era considerado altamente significativo foi rapidamente confirmado por uma série
de declaracdes de Israel - incluindo uma imagem mostrando Netanyahu ordenando o ataque de
seu quarto de hotel palpites championship hoje Nova York.

Contexto: O conflito entre Israel e o Hezbollah

Desde o inicio do conflito com o Hezbollah, palpites championship hoje 8 de outubro - um dia
apos o atague do Hamas vindo do Gaza - foi amplamente entendido que Israel ndo assassinaria
0s membros sénior do grupo militante. No entanto, nesses ultimos meses, essas "linhas
vermelhas" tém sido gradualmente apagadas.

A medida que o escopo geografico dos ataques palpites championship hoje ambos os lados se
move mais fundo no Libano e no Israel, as operacdes israelenses tém visado comandantes
sénior do Hezbollah, além dos diretamente envolvidos no lancamento de ataques no sul do
Libano.

De fato, desde o inicio do ano, diplomatas e analistas conhecedores da regido tém sugerido que
um objetivo da discreta troca de idas e vindas entre Israel e o Hezbollah por meio do emissario
especial dos EUA, Amos Hochstein, e intermediarios do grupo tem se concentrado palpites
championship hoje preservar a compreenséao de que os figuras sénior do grupo militante ndo
seriam alvo.

No entanto, nos ultimos quinze dias, evidéncias tém sido construidas de que um caso esta sendo
feito por um significativo escalada no lado israelense.



Alegacdes de planos fracassados do Hezbollah visando figuras sénior israelenses foram feitas
pelas agéncias de seguranca do pais, além de sugerir que a escalada israelense tem como
objetivo combater os préprios planos do grupo militante para lancar uma ofensiva palpites
championship hoje grande escala.

Tudo isso, agora parece claro, foi um preAmbulo para um ataque longo planejado e de multiplas
facetas para desmantelar o Hezbollah.

Implicagbes e consequéncias

Embora possa levar varios dias para entender plenamente as implicagdes do contragolpe apés o
ataque de sexta-feira, Netanyahu e seus chefes militares tomaram um risco enorme, ndo apenas
palpites championship hoje relacdo a situacao no norte de Israel, onde dezenas de milhares
foram deslocados pela luta, mas com a regido mais ampla e com as rela¢ées internacionais do
pais.

Vindo no meio de esforgos internacionais liderados pelos EUA e pela Franca para negociar um
cessar-fogo de trés semanas com o Hezbollah, a jogada marca um tapa no rosto enfatico para a
administracdo Biden, que acreditava ter recebido um compromisso de Netanyahu de que ele
apoiava a trégua temporaria.

Em vez disso, parece que Netanyahu e palpites championship hoje lideranca militar estavam
secretamente preparando o terreno para um ataque cronometrado para violentamente sublinhar
as floreiras retoricas das adverténcias do primeiro-ministro israelense ao Hezbollah e ao Ira
durante seu discurso escassamente frequentado na sexta-feira na ONU.

Mais significativamente, os ataques representam um desafio direto a Teera, para quem Nasrallah
representa seu aliado estratégico regional mais importante, cujos milhares de misseis iranianos
apontados para Israel ttm longa data sido vistos como um importante freio estratégico impedindo
um ataque israelense ao Ira.
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