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The policy will only allow athletes who've transitioned before the age of 12.

A stance on transgender athletes made by one of the world's most important athletic federations
has sent ripples throughout the rest of the sports world and some fear it may bring even wider
changes to come.

The governing body of international competitive swimming announced a policy that will only allow
athletes who've transitioned before the age of 12 to take part in any of the elite international
swimming competitions.

Lia Thomas, second left, of Penn University and transgender swimmer Iszac Henig (L) of Yale
pose with their medals after placing first and second in the 100-yard freestyle swimming race at
the 2022 vy League Women's Swimming & Diving Championships at Harvard University in
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Joseph Prezioso/AFP via Getty Images, FILE

The decision made by FINA pointed to what the organization says is a "performance gap" that
emerges between biological males and females during puberty.

"Without eligibility standards based on biological sex or sex-linked traits, we are very unlikely to
see biological females in finals, on podiums, or in championship positions," read the statement in
part.

The policy also includes a proposal for a new open competition category, which athletes "would be
able to compete without regard to their sex, their legal gender or their gender identity."

FINA cited coming to the decision after consulting with scientists and policy makers, but the policy
still sent shockwaves throughout the world of swimming and beyond.

USA Wrestling and the International Rugby League have already followed suit and announced
similar policies and other governing bodies are likely to follow suit.

FIFA, soccer's governing body, and World Athletics, the international governing body that covers
track and field events, also announced a review of their transgender athlete policy.

Transgender athlete Schuyler Bailar said the FINA policy is "extreme."

"It's the most extreme policy that I've read to date.

| think it builds upon the discrimination that we're seeing specifically on trans people," said Bailar,
who was the first openly transgender swimmer in NCAA Division 1 competition and the first trans
man to compete in any NCAA Division 1 sport, to ABC News.

LGBTQ rights supporters gather at the Texas State Capitol to protest state Republican-led efforts
to pass legislation that would restrict the participation of transgender student athletes on the first
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day of the 87th Legislature's third special session on September 20, 2021 in Austin, Texas.
Tamir Kalifa/Getty Images, FILE

The decision could impact athletes like Lia Thomas, whose record-breaking season in the
women's swim category set off a firestorm of international controversy.

Thomas, who was recruited to the University of Pennsylvania men's swim team and competed
with them for three seasons, began transitioning in 2019 and joined the women's team for the
2021 to 2022 season.

Earlier this year, Thomas made history as the first transgender athlete to win a NCAA Division 1
National championship.

That season, she set Ivy league records and rose significantly in the women's rankings versus her
performance in the men's field.

In her only television interview, Thomas spoke to ABC News in May.

"Trans women competing in women's sports does not threaten women's sports as a whole," said
Thomas.

"Trans women are a very small minority of all athletes and we haven't seen any massive wave of
trans women dominating."

At the time, Thomas told ABC News that her goal was to swim at the Olympic Trials.

But now, the new policy change prohibits Thomas from achieving those dreams.

In a statement to ABC News, Thomas said, "The new FINA release is deeply upsetting.

It is discriminatory and will only serve to harm all women."

University of Pennsylvania athlete Lia Thomas prepares for the 500 meter freestyle at the NCAA
Swimming and Diving Championships, March 17, 2022, at Georgia Tech in Atlanta.

John Bazemore/AP, FILE

Former Southern lllinois University swimmer Natalie Fahey was one of the first openly trans
women to compete in the NCAA.

Unlike Thomas, Fahey didn't break any records and her races were far less controversial.

"After | transitioned, | was solidly middle ground.

| didn't come in and break any records," said Fahey.

"l only competed at a conference, but certainly just the fact that I'm not as good as Lia is, weighs
into that."

Fahey added that being able to swim as a woman was crucial to her.

Three-time Olympic Gold-medalist Nancy Hogshead-Makar is the founder of Champion Women,
a non-profit organization that advocates for gender equality in sports for women and girls.

She said she advocates for the open competition category.

"Trans women are women, but there are a few places where biology really matters and women's
sports is one of them," she said.

But Bailar argues that the policy will have a lasting impact on trans youth that expands beyond
sports.

"Most people play sports for fun, to learn cooperation, to have a team, to have peer mentorship,”
said Bailar.

"This [policy] polices all women because you have to know which girls are trans in order to
exclude them.

And when you do that, you enforce the policing of all women's bodies."
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Trump corre o risco de ser um "presidente perdedor” se vencer a elei¢ao presidencial sportingbet
365 novembro e impor uma ma paz a Ucrania, disse Zelenskiy nesta segunda-feira (26).

Em uma entrevista ao The Guardian sportingbet 365 Kiev, Zelenskiy disse que ainda ndo tinha
"estratégia” para o qué fazer se Trump voltasse a Casa Branca e pelo fato de Boris Johnson ter
abordado ele por conta dele.

O presidente ucraniano Volodymyr Zelenskiy pediu aos lideres mundiais que venham a uma
conferéncia de paz na Suica este més, e acusou China por desencorajamento participacao no
encontro.

. "Estamos desapontados que alguns lideres mundiais ainda ndo confirmaram sportingbet 365
participacédo na cupula da paz", disse Zelenskiy aos delegados no ultimo dia do férum Shangri-La
Dialogue sportingbet 365 Cingapura durante uma aparicdo sem agendamento prévio de um
poderoso evento, o presidente dos EUA Joe Biden até agora ja deu nenhuma indicacdo para
participar desta reunido e acrescentou: “Infelizmente a Russia usando influéncia chinesa sobre
esta regido com diplomata chinés também faz tudo isso como interromperem as negociacoes
pela Paz”.

Zelenskiy disse que teve uma reuniao "muito boa" com o secretario de Defesa dos EUA, Lloyd
Austin sportingbet 365 Cingapura.

. A reunido veio depois que Washington decidiu levantar parcialmente as restricbes sobre o uso
de armas fornecidas pelos EUA para atacar dentro da RuUssia, a qual Zelensky elogiou como um
"passo a frente". Austin ndo fez nenhum comentario;

ApoOs a conferéncia de Singapura, Zelenskiy

Viajar para Manila

para uma reunido com o presidente filipino Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,

A imprensa de Manila informou. N&o ha mais detalhes disponiveis imediatamente

Ucrania

A Russia imp06s desligamentos de energia emergenciais na maior parte do pais no domingo, um
dia depois que a Russia desencadeou ataques contra infra-estrutura energética.

. As paradas estavam sportingbet 365 vigor nas trés regides da Ucrania, mas apos o ataque de
drones e misseis no sabado contra alvos energéticos que feriram pelo menos 19 pessoas; a
operadora estatal ucraniana Ukrenego disse ainda ter afetado consumidores industriais ou
domeésticos com as interrupcdes do programa na regiao:

Forcas russas tomaram a aldeia de Umanske, na regido leste da Ucrania Donetsk (Donat), disse
0 Ministério russo

. A alegacao nao pbde ser verificada independentemente;

Uma autoridade local sportingbet 365 Belgorod morreu quando algumas muni¢des foram
detonadas, enquanto seis pessoas ficaram feridas no bombardeio ucraniano na regido do sul da
Russia.

Igor Nechiporenko, vice-chefe da administracéo distrital de Korochansky foi morto como
resultado do disparo das municdes no local e disse o governador Vyacheslav Gladkov.

O ex-campedo mundial de xadrez Garry Kasparov, que fugiu da Russia ha uma década por
medo das perseguicdes a perseguicdo na Europa e pode enfrentar um processo criminal
sportingbet 365 Moscou devido a violagdo do Kremlin pela lei "agente estrangeiro”, informou
neste domingo (29)

. Autoridades policiais russas, informou a agéncia de noticias estatal russa disse que ha "todas
as raz0es" para cobrar Kasparov sem fornecer mais detalhes RuUssia acrescentou Ksperov a lista



dos individuos agindo como agentes estrangeiros (que inclui dezenas da critica Vladimir Putin),
logo apoOs o presidente russo langou sportingbet 365 invaséo sportingbet 365 grande escala na
Ucrania no 2024,
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